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Call for reform or regime change  ... 

....Nothing wrong at all  

Conspiracy theorists do not only live 

among ordinary citizens.  State actors 
and very awkward ones at best see 

nothing useful about in-country groups 
which include civil society calling for 

civilized engagement with governments, 
but rather classify them as conduits for 

neo-imperialists expansionist agendas. 
To them it is even calamitous for these 

civic groups to receive monetary sup-
port from allies abroad.  However, the 

polarised political situation in Zimbabwe 
exposes the hypocrisy of accusing civic 

groups of receiving support when Muga-
be‟s tyrannical cabal begs for the same 

funds to continue the politicisation of 

life in Zimbabwe. 
 

The signing of the Inter-Party Agree-
ment in September 2008 and the for-

mation of the Inclusive Transitional 
Government in February 2009 heralded 

a new political system and dispensation. 
At the inception of the Inclusive Transi-

tional Government there was great pub-
lic expectation that democratic space 

would open up for both ordinary Zimba-
bweans and for CSOs. Both the political 

opposition and CSOs had equally borne 
the brunt of State-sponsored brutality 

and repression, and both civic activists 

and their progressive allies in the oppo-
sition therefore expected that the re-

form agenda would finally be pursued. 
The split personality of the Inclusive 

Government is apparent in the fact that 
on the one hand there have been pledg-

es of a progressive legislative reform 
agenda to open up democratic space for 

CSOs and Zimbabweans, and the fact 
that on the other hand a year has 

passed without any 

meaningful movement in this regard. 

The known perpetrators of such violence 
and repression against Zimbabweans 

and CSOs however continue to roam the 
country with impunity and some are 

even in the Inclusive Government. 
Moreover, some within government re-

main bent on introducing more control-
ling regulation of the public and CSOs. 

The call for reform has given Zanu PF 
the opportunity to accuse civil society of 

having a regime change agenda. Clear-
ly, there is nothing wrong with having a 

regime change agenda for as long as it 
is done through the ballot. When the 

Ian Smith regime was removed in 1980, 

it was regime change and there was 
nothing wrong. 

 
Repressive laws in Zimbabwe continue 

to haunt many citizens some of which 
prohibit citizens from insulting the office 

or person of the President, or uttering 
words which are likely to undermine po-

lice authority (Public Order and Security 
Act). These repressive pieces of legisla-

tion also continue to hinder smooth im-
plementation of  CSOs activities. CSOs 

are  required to submit letters of notifi-
cation of intent to hold meetings in pub-

lic spaces; “notification” has been inter-

preted to mean actual application and 
selective application of law by  authori-

ties. 
 

According to Defence Minister Emmer-
son Mnangagwa Zimbabwe‟s national 

defence policy is premised on the need 
to counter the illegal regime change 

agenda sponsored by some Western 
countries in the past decade. Minister 
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Mnangagwa said this during  a lecture  to army officers attending the Joint Com-

mand and Staff Course Number 25 at the Zimbabwe Staff College in January this 
year. 

 
„With the emergence of the regime change agenda around the year 2000, our de-

fence policy had to be tailored towards countering influences that were being 
spread by the Western media through such devices as the Internet, CNN, BBC and 

Sky News.‟ 
 

In Zanu PF we have a political party that now firmly believes that they have the 
right to use all means necessary including intimidation, rape and murder to ensure 

elections do not result in regime change. Elections are not some meaningless ritual 
nations have to perform every so many years. Elections are the very heart of what 

distinguishes us humans from all the other creatures; our rights and freedoms. 
Every human being has a right to a meaningful say in the governance of his or her 

country is just as important as the right to life! 

 
Indeed when hundreds of thousands of people have been murdered for no other 

reason other than that they dared demand free and fair elections and a meaningful 
vote it goes to show that the denial of one right or freedom has always resulted in 

the denial of all the other rights and freedoms. Elections are always a gladiatorial 
affair between those in power and those challenging to take their place in which 

the electorate are the arbiters whose vote will decide the winner.  
 

Like every other contest, there must be rules governing the contact elections stat-
ing what all the participants can and cannot do. The use of violence against the op-

position and the electorate, for example, is unacceptable. Elections should be glad-
iatorial clash of ideas not Police batons hitting innocent and defenceless people as 

has become the norm in Zimbabwe. Of course it is right that there should be Police 
reforms to end this outrage.  

 

At the same time, it must be appreciated that elections are not the solution to 
Zimbabwe‟s long-running crisis, but the holding of convincing polls would help in 

resolving the situation. It must always be remembered there are many issues 
which the country needs to sort out if it is to move forward as a united and pro-

gressive entity. For a long time many issues have been left hanging and that is not 
helping matters, but fuelling tensions and conflict. 

 
Regime change is not a dirty phase as President Mugabe and the rest in Zanu PF 

would have us believe. It is the only way out of a political stagnation, years of cor-
ruption and economic meltdown and the only way to restore the dignity and hope 

of the people of Zimbabwe. Again we reiterate No credible reforms, No elections!  

Contact  Us : 04-704418 / 0772471668 Email : info@crisis.co.zw / publications@crisis.co.zw Web :www.crisiszimbabwe.org 

http://www.crisiszimbabwe.org


 

3 

The Political Weaponisation of Disorder …Reason for 

the predatory politics of denying reforms and democ-

ratisation.  

At the dawn of the new millennium, 2 scholars, one French Jean Pascal Daloz and 

the other hailing from London, Patrick Chabal, put together an interesting frame-
work for the analysis of politics and political developments in sub-Saharan Africa. 

In their book, „Africa Works – disorder as political instrument‟, they define a 
phenomenon they call the political instrumentalisation of disorder, as “when politi-

cians maximise their returns on the state of confusion, uncertainty and chaos”. 
The foregoing definition and their further explanations on their framework of anal-

ysis is instructive for any one keeping a close eye on Zimbabwean political devel-
opments, and informs part of the analysis attempted bellow.  

 

Disorder, is defined in the dictionary as a state of confusion or disruption of sys-

tematic functioning and neat arrangement. Similes to disorder include words with 
negative connotations like chaos, confusion, mess, disarray, shambles, turmoil, 

lawlessness, anarchy, and ruckus. Disorder is generally discouraged and consid-
ered to be an undesirable state, one, which is frowned on and looked down upon. 

In both Zimbabwean popular and traditional culture “ kushaya order” is a 

damning indictment that can be detrimental to ones chances of love, getting a 
job, passing at school or generally doing well. 

 

Not so in Zimbabwean Politics. The undesirable state of disorder, is not just the 

order of the day, but is actually desired, and where it is absent, it is created or 
manufactured to ensure political gain.  To borrow Andreas Schedler‟s phraseolo-

gy, disorder is seen as a „valued horizon of attainment‟ and not a „feared horizon 
of avoidance‟. As such, in Zimbabwean politics, disorder seizes to be just a state 

of being, but a formidable weapon and instrument, especially in the hands of 
those who are anti-reform, anti-democraticratisaion, anti-change, anti-efficiency, 

in short…anti-order. In Zimbabwe‟s polity, disorder becomes the social equivalent 
of  a  medical  virus  or  bug  -  undesirable  but  not  too  harmfull,  until  it  is 

weaponised. It is this weaponisation of chaos and disorder in our politics that has 
often proved it hard to correctly understand the state and its main actors and 

their seemingly illogical decisions, political moves and even survival. Often times, 

Zimbabwe, as a political question has defied orthodox political theory, and even 
common-sense, because the political weaponisation of disorder of necessity de-

mands that common mores of logic and common sense are suspended because of 
the political windfalls that have accrued to those sponsoring anarchy and disorder. 
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In terms of Zimbabwe as a polity, it has emerged clearly, over the course of a dec-
ade, that the merchants of disorder in our politics are primarily the hawks resident 

in ZANU PF. There are a thousand and one examples that can be sighted as a way 
of showing cause to the foregoing assertion. Take for instance the conduct of elec-

tions in Zimbabwe. Since 2000, the process of conducting elections, which ordinar-
ily is supposed to be a systematic, predictable (in terms of process and not the 

outcome) and orderly process, has often been thrown into deliberate turmoil by 
bureaucratic bungling, political manipulation of integral processes, the introduction 

of political violence as part of the process, and of cause the disregard for basic 
rules of the electoral game. All the above, have thrown, not just the processes of 

elections, but the entire country into turmoil.  

 

Of late a clear example of the weaponisation of disorder has been the COPAC Led 
constitution making process. In this process ZANU PF, has deployed its weaponised 

form of disorder from the get go. Remember the chaos that characterised the 1st 

All stakeholders Conference on July………. of 2009,  the busing in and coaching of a 
disruptive and retrogressive political vanguard to make unreasonable submissions 

during the Outreach process, to the sponsoring of disruption on seemingly tech-
nical grounds, with clear political intent of disorder, during the drafting process and 

the submission of new issues post COPAC agreement on a draft. The intent, in all 
these actions, has been a deliberate attempt to sponsor disorder.  The stating of 

the busing and coaching of people during the COPAC process, may insinuate, 
wrongly, that the deployment of disorder as a political weapon is the province of 

lumpen elements. Not necessarily. The transformation and deployment of disorder 
as a political weapon in Zimbabwe‟s polity has primarily been the domain of stud-

ied political actors, scientists and practioners, who know exactly what they want to 
achieve through it. Pseudo academics of the ilk of Jonathan Moyo and Tafataona 

Mahoso have been the primary promoters of disorder through their empty argu-
ments bent on a disruptive politics disguised as intellectual thought.  

 

The Global Political Agreement of September 15 2008 and its resultant governing 
arrangement has also fallen victim to this retrogressive politics, with disorder care-

fully deployed to ensure that no progress is made with regards to meaningful im-
plementation of the agreements that the three political parties represented in par-

liament entered into with the facilitation of the South African Presidency and 
SADC. The deployment of a weaponised form of disorder is what has constantly 

stalled talks between the parties, what has constantly stalled implementation even 
of areas agreed on, and it is why Professor Author Mutambara is still Deputy Prime 

Minister in spite of being rejected by the people of Zengeza in elections on March 
29 2008, and being rejected by members of the Political Party that he led at Con-

gress in 2010. The political weaponisation of disorder is why President Robert Mu-
gabe will agree to act on outstanding issues in private with Prime 
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Minister Morgan Tsvangirai, and then publicly act against the agreements. What is 

worse is also the Public denouncement of violence and then in turn, condone, 
through inaction, acts of violence by members of his political party. 

 

In the Zimbabwean polity, the deployment of a weaponised form of disorder for 

purpose of capturing and retaining power is not only relegated to the orthodox po-
litical field. It has since been transmitted to civil society (including the church and 

organised civil society). If one is a member of a social movement or NGO, they 
don‟t have to look very far, sometimes, to see how “democratic” actors in demo-

cratic and progressive processes in these entities are constantly deploying disor-
der. But the most glaring example comes from the Anglican Church, where the ille-

gitimate Bishop Kunonga, has adopted a very potent brand of politically sponsored 
disorder to deal with a legitimate and clearly more popular and more progressive 

Bishop Chad Gandiya. The instrumentalisation and weaponisation of disorder in the 
Anglican church has mirrored unfortunate trends from the orthodox political space, 

which include, but are not limited to, the politicisation of religion, the employment 

of violence in church matters, the barring of gatherings, and allegations of murder. 

 

However, having made a clear case of the existence of this phenomenon of the in-
strumentalisation and weaponisation of disorder in our politics, the question that it 

begs is, to what end and is there a logical explanation to these clear deviations 
from basic social mores? Unfortunately, there is some rationality to these seeming-

ly irrational actions, and a clear method to the madness that politically weaponised 
disorder presents.  There are many reasons for  the deployment of politically 

weaponised disorder where our politics and polity are concerned; I will mention 
only three here. 

 

Firstly politically weaponised disorder in spite of some rational to its deployment is 

not premised on the need to reach some rational ends. The deployment and perva-
sive presence of disorder is in it self both a means and an end. It is a means to the 

stalling of progressive action and an end in that chaos as a state of affairs is gen-

erally where rogues come into their element. Political rogues thrive in situations of 
crisis and chaos, and would prefer that chaos to order on any day, because it al-

lows them to act with impunity and continue with their shady dealings under the 
cover of anarchy. As such even when some arguments are sponsored to promote 

the disorder, you can be rest assured that this is a case of the devil quoting scrip-
tures; the intent is not to make you a believer but to sway you from the path of 

righteousness. The most persuasive and reasonable arguments presented to deal 
with what would have been presented by way of argument, will not make the mer-

chants of disorder move an inch, because what they want is the chaos itself, 
through the perpetuation of the politics of loud “NOs” devoid of reason.  

 

Secondly, politically weaponised disorder is meant to halt demo-
cratic development and progress, leaving the status quo intact. 

This reason is principally because the assassins or gravediggers of 
the democratic order know that they benefit the most from limited 
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movement and a return to the status quo. In context, ZANU PF has got no reasons 

to see the value of a new constitution. They see no value on implementing the re-
forms that the GPA promotes, which subsequent SADC resolutions of Maputo 

(November 4 2009), Livingston ( February 2011, Sandton, Windhoek, and Luanda 
2012 )entail . Changes do not benefit them, and as such their disorder is deployed 

as a weapon to maintain the status quo, which presents them with continuous op-
portunities to being part of the state without upsetting the patronage system and 

the patron that are already in place. 

 

Thirdly, the deployment of politically weaponised disorder creates uncertainty. Un-
certainty itself becomes a good ally for assassins or gravediggers of the democratic 

order because of the benefits that it presents. Opponents in such a situation waste 
their time trying to get certainty on key issues. In Zimbabwe‟s case the issue of 

when a draft will come out, when a referendum will be held, and when elections 
will take place, are issues that are shrouded in mystery and uncertainty. The intent 

would be to spring surprises on everyone (because of the sponsors of disorder‟s 

sole proprietorship of key knowledge and information) while they are busy with 
trying to find certainty under conditions of uncertainty that have been deliberately 

created by disorder. 

 

The notion of politically weaponised disorder is neither a new phenomenon nor ex-
clusive to Zimbabwe, as Chabal and Daloz explain, it is an Africa-wide phenome-

non. In spite of its prevalent use and sponsorship on the continent, politically 
weaponised disorder has always been defeated by a constant focus on enforcing 

order by progressives. In as much as you do not fight lies with lies (you fight them 
with the truth and truth doesn‟t lie), disorder cannot be fought with disorder, it is 

best fought by its anti-thesis, order.  

 

Order, in Zimbabwe‟s case, entails the constant focus on reforms, constant cam-
paigning to see processes through rather than hijacked or halted midway, and 

most importantly it entails exposing the merchants of disorder for who they are 

and what they stand for – retrogressive elements bent on standing still when there 
is a fire catching up with us and our natural instincts tell us to move on and sur-

vive. Such predatory and disorderly instincts do not bode well for the promotion of 
our country from its current state of democratic, economic and social disrepair to a 

more sane and progressive order.  
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Glenview 29 Trial Continues... 

The ongoing trial for Glenview 29 accused of murdering police Inspector Petros 

Mutedza in May last year continued on Monday the 18th of June 2012 with the 

sixth state witness Assistant Inspector Spencer Nyararai continuing with his testi-

mony against the Glenview 29.Last week six out of twenty state witnesses testi-

fied with no one of them giving a substantive account of what transpired on the 

day Inspector Petros Mutedza was murdered. 

 

The defense council comprising of senior Human rights lawyers Beatrice Mtetwa, 

Selby Hwacha, Aleck Muchadehama, Charles Kwaramba, Gift Mtisi and Jeremiah 

Bhamu submitted fresh Bail application before Justice Bhunu on Tuesday the 12th 

of June. They are still waiting for the ruling as the trial progresses. On countless 

occasions the 29 have been denied bail at the High Court, an indication of clear 

absence of justice, freedom and rule of law. 

 

Court will resume on Tuesday the 19th of June 2012 at 1100hrs with Justice 

Bhunu expected to deliver his bail ruling. Justice Bhunu is said to have promised 

to polish up his bail ruling in the afternoon and on the strength of that indication, 

the defence agreed for court not to continue Monday afternoon to allow him the 

time he needs to prepare his ruling. 
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